
Fullerenes (C60, 
C70) Discovered by 
Curl, Heath, 
O’Brien, Kroto, and 
Smalley at Rice 
University, 1985

Nanopolaris 
Founded by John 
Miller 2005

Nanopolaris 
acquires assets 
from Unidym June 
2006

Merger between
Unidym and CNI 
April 2007

Merger between CNI 
and Unidym April 2007

Unidym founded by
Dist. Prof. Gruener 
of UCLA 2005

Organized as a 
partnership 
between R.I. 
Wishnick, 
Continental Oil, 
and Shamrock Oil 
& Gas. First carbon 
black plant is built 
that same year in 
Sunray, Texas. 

Second plant 
started production 
in Ponca City, 
Oklahoma. 

Third plant started 
at Phenix City, 
Alabama. The only 
carbon black plant 
in the southeastern 
U.S.

Conoco sells 
Continental Carbon 
to Witco 
Chemical.Company 
becomes Concarb 
Division of Witco. 

Added 75 MLbs. 
capacity at Ponca 
City, Oklahoma, 
becoming the first 
grass-roots 
expansion in the 
U.S. carbon black 
industry since 1967. 

Acquired Carbon 
Black Business of 
Oriental Carbon & 
Chemicals Ltd. 
(OCCL) in India. 
Establishment of 
Continental Carbon 
India, Ltd.  

Completion of 
upgrade and 
expansion of CCIL 
to 65,000 MT 
capacity.   
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Nobel Prize 
Awarded to Curl, 
Kroto, and Smalley, 
1996

CNI Begins SWNT 
Scale Up , 2001

CNI Ships 1st 
50 Pound Lot, 
2005

2007

CCC acquires CNT 
assets from Unidym 
and creates CCNI.

CCNI is born.
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